http://www.seoulphoto.or.kr/2011/eng/introduction.html
	[image: image1.png]B Exhibitors




	

	

	

	

	


	


	 
	[image: image7.png]Czech and Slovak Photography — Quest for the principle





However Czech Republic and Slovak Republic are two independent countries since 1993 many years of 
Czechoslovakia with its common history, geopolitical and cultural issues are still present in collective 
memory on the both sides of present border. We are very close to each other and at the same time our 
natures differ in so many aspects. The issue of the former mutual platform of art could be also questioned
in this way. If we focus on a field of photographic medium it is obvious that there have been basic 
approaches in photographic production but many external and internal factors caused the particular 
orientation of photographic art in Czech and Slovak context (for example deeper interest in documentary 
photography in Czech photography and more artistic and imaginative approach in Slovak photography). 
After the split of Czechoslovakia both Czech and Slovak photography entered a new period of independent 
existence however the bonds were not broken and they still exist in areas of collaborative exhibitions 
(such as this one) or in the educational projects. 
This curatorial selection of authors and works is not aimed to be a representative and comprehensive 
illustration of the most recent and the most relevant works across the Czech and Slovak photographic 
scene. On the contrary it is very subtle and subjective insight into the specific sphere of the medium of 
photography which could be named as artistic photography in the sense of very intense accent on the 
aesthetical means. Strong visual quality of the photographic images in this selection is connected with 
something we could name timeless principle. This principle is universal and open; it has the ability to 
surpass the language and cultural barriers. Photographs can speak to anyone around the globe because 
they speak about essential and archetypal within us with the compelling multilayered capability of 
photographic language. 

The photographs of Katka Prackova (SK/GER) are incarnation of her thoughts about the possibilities and 
limits of the photographic medium. The fascination with blurs, frozen movements, details, contrast is only
one layer of the image – the formal one. Symbols, allusions, tension between hidden and unveiled 
constitute the sense and intensity of meanings. 
Judita Csaderova (SK) mediates her world through imaginative and dreamy images, which are often staged 
and manipulated. Her subjective being - the woman, the dealing with life and its pleasures and pains is 
covered into the veil of fantasy and surreal atmosphere. 
The Photo-mandalas of Milan Fano Blatny (CZ) are spiritual meditations with the means of black and white 
photography. These images have the power to calm the mind of contemporary fast-moving and too busy
human being. The ancient art of mandalas is here transformed with the glimpses of the cultural symbols 
arranged into the modernistic patterns however some of the photo-mandalas become abstract timeless 
structures. 
Igor Malijevsky (CZ) is the poet, who is able to transform the poetry into dreamy images which are like the 
doors into the endless world of free interpretations. The author has the gift of depicting the delicate and 
disappearing beauty. He offers the signs and apparitions for those who are perceptive observers. 
Vaclav Jirasek (CZ) presents his unique art of portraiture. The stylized portraits show broad scale from the 
black and white mystical portraits which refer to the Pre-Raphaelite painting to the recent color photographs. 
The mysticism and hidden secrets together with the sense for equivocal staging are the powerful means of 
Jirasek’s photographic art. 
Miro Svolik (SK/CZ) is the representative of postmodern playful and joyful principles in photography. His 
staged photographs from the 1980’s are well-considered plays with uncomplicated subject matters but very 
properly invented visual language. 
Jan Pohribny (CZ) is the photographer and land artist at the same time. His images celebrate the mystical 
and archetypal nature and its power that is forgotten in our modern world of technologies. Stones play the
important role in the sacred landscapes and on the ritual places and the scenery is composed by the 
magical means of light. 
Radek Cermak (CZ) depicts his own personal imaginative landscapes that he can enter and disappear. 
The pictorialistic visual play with the “slightly out of focus” or “shaky” image may have the same intention 
as the Photo-mandalas of Milan Fano Blatny – the longing for the quietness, slowing down, escape, 
meditation. 

Anna Maximova (Art Critic) 




